


EATON POLICE DEPARTMENT IA REPORT CONFIDENTIAL | ™ 2104

REPORT TYPE: CLASSIFICATION: INTERNAL AFFAIRS REPORTING OFFICER! DATE OF REPORT.
|A REPORT INTERNAL AFFAIRS | REPORT CONFIDENTIAL Lt. Thomas Suter | 10-27-21
STATUTE/ORD TITLE/INCIDENT/EATON POLICE POLICY PROCEDURE STATUTE/ORD NUMBER / POLICY NUMBER "'

1. Allegation of Withholding Witness Statements/Evidence from Case

2. Untruthful Statement to A Investigator

3.

4.

5.

LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE/ADDRESS DATE/TIME REPORTED

Third St. at Cherry Ave., Eaton, Weld County, Colorado 10-26-2021 /1128 hrs
DATE/TIME OCCURRED (On or Between) AND

09-23-2021 / 1521 hrs /

EATON POLICE OFFICER UNDER IA INVESTIGATION (if multiple officers being investigated continue below)
(OFC) Officer Under Investigation

Per Code NAME: (Last, First, Middie) PHONE:(H) [INONE [JUNK PHONE:(W) LINONE LIUNK
OFC Daigle, Susan 970-454-2212
ADDRESS: (Street, City, State, Zip)

BUSINESS / SCHOOL (Include Address)

Eaton Police Department, 224 First St., Eaton, CO 80615

DOB CJTUNK AGE SEX RACE ETHNICITY HEIGHT WEIGHT | HAIR EYES
PARENTS NAME: (Juvenile Only) PARENTS DOB: [JUNK PHONE:(H) CINONE [JUNK PHONE:(W) TONONE [JUNK
ADDRESS: (street, City, State, Zip} ADDRESS: (Business/School)

INVOLVED PARTIES (if officer is a witness not under investigation they will be W if being investigated they
will be OFC)

(OFC) Officer Under investigation (V) Victim (RP) Reporting Party _ (W) Witness __ (J) Juvenile

Per Code UNK PHONE:(W) LINONE [JUNK

RP

BUSINESS / SCHOOL (!nclude Address)

ﬁB CJUNK AGE h h i ii i“i HEIGHT WEIGHT [ HAIR EYES

PARENTS NAME: (Juvenite Only) PARENTS DOB: LIUNK PHONE:(H) CINONE TJUNK PHONE:(W) TONONE [CJUNK

ADDRESS: (streat, City, State, Zip) ADDRESS: (Business/School)

(OFC) Officer Under investigation (V) Victim (RP) Reporting Party (W) Witness (J) Juvenile

Per Code NAME: (Last, First, Middle) PHONE:(H) LJNONE [OJUNK PHONE:(W) CINONE [JUNK

ADDRESS: (Street, City, State, Zip)

BUSINESS / SCHOOL (Include Address)

poB OUNK | AGE SEX RACE ETHNICITY ’ HEIGHT WEIGHT | HAIR EYES
|

PARENTS NAME: (Juvenile Only) PARENTS DOB: [JUNK PHONE(H) CONONE [JUNK PHONE:(W) CONONE [OJUNK

ADDRESS: (street, City, State, Zip) ADDRESS: {Business/Schoot)
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REPORTING OFFICER: INTERNAL AFFAIRS [ANUMBER
Lt. Thomas Suter CONFIDENTIAL REPORT 21-04

At approximately 1130 hours on Tuesday, October 26, 2021 Clerk Samantha Hudspeth handed me a
case file involving a two vehicle property damage traffic crash (OCA #21-05742) which had been
investigated by Officer Susan Daigle. Wed at approximately 1531 hours on Sunday,
September 26, 2021. Hudspeth stated “ was on the phone and had
some questions. | quickly reviewed the case file and found Illllwas the non-at-fault driver (traffic

unit #2) in the crash and the other driver had been cited into municipal court. | also found the case had
been dismissed by the city attorney.

| spoke to - and she stated she had requested the crash report and had not received the
complete report. Upon further questioning | learned that she had, in fact, received the entire DR3447
State of Colorado Traffic Crash Report (3 pages front and back). The Department of Revenue had
intended the forms to be fillable on the computer, however, there were/are bugs in the programing and
the reports are completed by hand. [INIIllllvas confused because the first page is labeled ‘Page 1
of 7 Pages’ and she had only received 6 pages. The page numbers are incorrect on the form and can't
be changed.

then asked me where the witness statements were. | did not find any witness statements in
the case file and -old me that the officer had given out witness statements to herself, the other
driver, and an uninvolved witness. | told -I would contact the officer and call her back.

At approximately 1138 hours | contacted Officer Daigle, who was off-duty, on her department issued
work cell and asked her if she remembered the case. Officer Daigle advised that she did and | asked
her where the witness statements were. Officer Daigle stated she had, “...misplaced them and don’t
know where they are.” | told her she needed to report to the police department and find them because
one of the involved parties had requested the report and the witness statements were missing. |
advised Chief Sturch | was having Officer Daigle come into the police department on her day off and
the reason for the call-in.

At approximately 1300 hours | attended a meeting with the Eaton School District. When | returned to
the police department at approximately 1420 hours Chief Sturch asked me to initiate an Internal Affairs
Investigation into this matter. Officer Daigle was at the police department per my previous directive and
at 1452 hours | served her with a written Internal Affairs Complaint Notification. After she signed the
form she handed me two written statements and | advised her that I'd be in contact with her tomorrow

to set up an interview.

| placed the original witness statements in the case file and a copy in the Internal Affairs file. At
approximately 1530 hours | contacted IIllland advised her that an Internal Affairs Investigation had
been initiated to find out why the witness statements were not in the case file.

At approximately 1623 hours | talked to City Attorney Avi Rockland by phone. She remembered this
case and was not aware that Officer Daigle had obtained three written statements. She had not had
an opportunity to review these statements because they were not included in the case file at the time
she dismissed the case. Without the witness statements Rockland does not know how or if those
statements would have changed her decision in how she disposed the case.

At approximately 1714 hours | contacted Officer Daigle and set up an interview for 1000 hours on
Wednesday, October 27, 2021 at the police department.
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At approximately 0958 hours on Wednesday, October 27, 2021 | met with Officer Daigle in the police
department interview room. | turned on the video to record the interview.

| advised her of Garrity, she stated she understood the Garrity Warning, and had no questions. | had
her review and sign the form and | signed it as the advising officer.

The following is a synopsis of the interview:

| confirmed with Officer Daigle that she had investigated a two vehicle property damage crash which
occurred at approximately 1531 hours on Sunday, September 26, 2021 at Third St. and Cherry Ave. in
Eaton. She confirmed that she obtained written statements from both drivers and an uninvolved
witnesi. She told me she doesn't remember who the uninvolved witness was and that she did not know

either (Driver, Traffic Unit #2) nor (Driver, Traffic Unit #1) and did not
recall ever having any previous calls for service involving them.

| asked her why the witness statements were not included in the case file and she stated she had lost
the written statement from the uninvolved witness so she thought she shouldn’t include any of the
witness statements in the case file. Officer Daigle states she has been a police officer for 19 years and
has never taken written statements at a traffic crash. She then backed up and stated that she doesn't
usually get written statements at traffic crashes and if she has in the past she doesn'’t recall.

Yesterday | asked Officer Daigle where the written statements were and she stated she had
“ ...misplaced them and don't know where they are.” During todays Internal Affairs Interview | asked
her where the written statements were when | called her yesterday and she stated, “I| knew they were
in my office but | didn’t know exactly where they were.”

Officer Daigle made the statement to Chief Sturch yesterday that you normally don’'t put written
statements in the case file and | asked her to clarify that statement. She replied that she normally
doesn’t handle traffic crashes where she obtains written statements. | asked her how many other case
files are missing witness statements and she stated, “None.”

| showed Officer Daigle a Minute Order from City Attorney Avi Rockland with the handwritten notation
“Based on conference w/Officer Daigle — case to be dismissed.” Officer Daigle stated she initiated the
conversation with Rockland because she discussed the case with Chief Sturch and Sgt. Rundle and
both of them recommended either citing both drivers or neither of them. | asked her if she told Rockland
about the three written statements and she said no, that it didn’t come up in the conversation.

| asked her if she had anything to add and she said she knew she made a mistake. She also said that
whatever the punishment is she’d understand.

[Note: department policy requires that officers carry their assigned department issued duty weapon
whenever they are on-duty or in a department issued vehicle. Officer Daigle arrived for her Internal
Affairs Interview carrying her personal weapon.]

In conclusion | find the following:

At the time of this complaint Officer Daigle was assigned as a detective. At the time of this investigation
Officer Daigle is assigned as a patrol officer. As such Officer Daigle was, or should have been aware,
it has always been the practice and procedure of the Eaton Police Department that any written
statements obtained during the course of an investigation be included in the case file and if a written






EATON POLICE DEPARTMENT
INTERNAL AFFAIRS COMPLAINT
NOTIFICATION

IACR#: 2 |,o4
Advising Officer: Lf SL] TZ:R

Officer’s Name:_ OFF D AIGLE Badge #: )&—-O I

You are hereby notified that an Internal Affairs complaint has been made against you. This complaint involves an
allegation of u/tTHOL\\,uC,, THREE \ATwESS STATEMEANTS [V
A TRAFGC c’a/w INVESTIG ATIOV LR #Q1-05742

which occurred on or about_SFPT 2 3} A 00’

Y/ hegle o 024,202 . 15

Advising Officer Signature: lﬁ ; Date: !GZ& k{éﬂ ))_ Time: _]_4')&




EATON POLICE DEPARTMENT
GARRITY ADVISEMENT

Reporting Agency: EATON PaLl e DEYT
IACR# .i)l~04
Advising Officer: L“I’ Sl_.' TE R

Name: OFFICEL  SUSAV DAIG L. Datc of Bt _12]29[19¢] _ age: S

Location of Advisement: ZAToA/ PD. INTERVIEW [ROUM  Date: J_OZQ%QOZH Time: c)ﬁf‘?

[ am a law enforcement officer and want to interview you concerning:
wATHOLDIVG THREE ATVES S TATEMENZS |
A AL CRASH IXMVISTIGATION (L 8DI-0574 2

GARRITY WARNING

I have been advised that I will be questioned as part of an Official Administrative Investigation. I will be asked
questions specifically directed and narrowly related fo the performance of my official duties or fitness for office. 1
am entitled to all the rights and privileges guaranteed by the laws and the Constitution of the United States,
including the right not to be compelled to incriminate myself in criminal matters.

I have been further advised that if I refuse to testify or to answer truthfully questions relating to the performance of
my official duties or fitness for duty, I will be subject to departmental charges of insubordination and disciplinary
action may be taken, up to and including termination. If [ do answer, neither my statements nor any information or
evidence gained by reason of such statements can be used against me in any subsequent criminal proceedings.
However, these statements and any information or evidence gained by reason of such statements may be used
against me for any other lawful purpose including but not limited to disciplinary action.

This statement is made pursuant to such orders and the potential discipline which can result for failure to obey the
order.

) // )
Signature: ANl /\ ZAS é/ Date: / ﬂ/z /AL Time: /00 /

Advi%égylicer Signature: /Tg Date: ! (JZ ) ZZ&Q ] Time: /00|

—

Witness Signature:
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VOLUNTARY STATEMENT

CR# /2/_(/)7 %2—-

AN

N L | -) ‘.
Location of Statement: j\. \\l | 4= t‘ DOCL U\J e\ Date: q\ 2302\ Time: \92.2\,'
=z i

Nam ] Date of Birth:
Age: ] Height:

Home Address: |

Work Address:

Phone: Home ( ) Work ( ) Cell &’fc Phone: Home ( ) Work ( ) Cell ¢
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[ understand this statement is voluntary and it is true and correct t0 the best of my knowledge. I will also cooperate

to th e”faesr of\my ab1lny with the efforts of the law enforcement agencies involved in the investigation and

_Date: Q\ \)()2 L Time, 0.3 -

L_u*_«) ' Ti.me:;\A ((_2;_‘_3 -















