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Print Weld County Sheriffs Office
Administrative Investigation Report

Incident Details
Date Received Date of Occurrence Time of Occurrence

10/18/2019 10/18/2019 10:30

Record ID Number Case No IA No

12549 AI2019-0024

Date/Time Entered Entered By

10/18/2019 16 11 Lieutenant Marcy Roles 

WCSO Blue Team  Next Gen Assigned Investigator IAPro Assigned Investigator

Captain Alan Caldwell - Lieutenant Marcy Roles

Incident Summary
On 10/18/2019  was detained at the Weld County Sheriff's Office by Loveland Police 
Department. Weld County Sheriff's Deputy Deutsch and Deputy Saunders were tasked with watching  

 Loveland Police Department investigated the incident. Both Deputies were aware  
was involved in a traffic accident prior to being detained  

 was placed in interview room three and was there for approximately nine hours prior to the 
incident  He was given food, water and access to the restroom   was advised by Deputy Deutsch 
and Deputy Saunders to wave his hand if he needed anything. 

Deputy Deutsch and Deputy Saunders attended to  needs throughout the morning.  
was given ice for his ailments and he advised both Deputy Deutsch and Deputy Saunders his hand was in 
pain  Deputy Deutsch advised  he would be seen by medical prior to going to jail  

At approximately 1226 hours,  started waving his hand in the air to get the Deputies attention. He 
was unsuccessful so he started to yell and knock on the door   picked up the bag of ice and tried 
to wave it in the air.  did this for approximately five minutes before he waved his blanket in the air 
to get the Deputies attention.

Sergeant Holmen explained that he asked why  had free rein of the room and if he was in 
custody then we needed to restrain him to the table  Sergeant Holmen was advised they were going to go 
into the interview room and deal with  again. Sergeant Holmen clarified later that he never 
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he mentioned prior that he thought it was inappropriate and Deputy Deutsch stated he told Deputy Saunders 
to do a written statement after Sergeant Porter spoke with them. Deputy Deutsch stated "and, I didn't want to 
taint anybody's opinion of what it is that had happened because, well." Deputy Deutsch was asked again why 
he did not report this inappropriate use of force and he stated "I did tell him that he needs to write a written 
statement on it and I told Porter that too.  He has to do a statement on this. Um, but, no, I didn't come out 
and say that this rises to the level of inappropriate, or, potentially, excessive, or wrong." 

Sergeant Holmen described Deputy Saunders balling up his fist and there was an impact to the back of  
 head.  Sergeant Holmen reported the strike as a punch and not a hammer punch. Sergeant 

Holmen stated, "it left no doubt in my mind that he was struck in the back of the head, and he knew it too 
because he said something about it, like, you know, you just hit me or something." Sergeant Holmen was 
asked how he perceived Deputy Saunders actions and he stated "Mm, well, it, from my perception to the 
whole thing it was unjustified.  He didn't need to do it.  There was no, there was no need for it.  Um, was it far 
more aggressive than it needed to be." Sergeant Holmen was asked if it was reasonable and appropriate and 
he stated, "no. Neither one." Sergeant Holmen was asked if it was excessive and Sergeant Holmen stated 
"yes."

Sergeant Holmen never addressed Deputy Saunders and when asked why he responded "um, trying to, you 
know, I tend to get myself into more situations than I care to be in, that I want to be in." Sergeant Holmen 
explained that he was going to give Deputy Deutsch the opportunity to take some sort of corrective action. 
When asked why not he stated "hindsight, I mean, I totally could have.  Um, I could have pulled him out in the 
hallway and, and we could have ended that right then and there.  Um, it didn't feel like since I was physically 
there, and I was physically, um, you know, I had also touched him and I was also part of it, knowing that hey, 
we're going to do a use of force, and this is all gonna come out anyway, I didn't want to further my 
involvement in the right, the wrong, or the indifferent knowing that I'm also a, you know, had I been standing 
in the doorway and just watched the whole thing, it, I think maybe that would have been slightly different, but 
I'm like, this isn't even my use of force.  Like, I can't even do this use of force anymore.  This is going to a 
higher level than me, or it's going to, you know, a peer of mine.  So, I didn't want any further involvement in, in 
the whole situation other than hey, I'm going to report what I saw and what I did and what I heard, and I'll let 
somebody else sort it out."

Sergeant Holmen was asked if Deputy Saunders actions were ever reasonable and appropriate and he stated 
they were not. Sergeant Holmen would still describe Deputy Saunders actions as excessive.

Sergeant Holmen denied telling Sergeant Porter or Lieutenant Halloran that it was an excessive use of force. 
Sergeant Holmen denied doing this because "it was all in my witness statement.  I was part of the event.  I 
was relying on the process to work the way it's supposed to." 

Incident Location
Addresses
1950 O Street, Greeley, CO, 80634



4/7/23, 10:48 AM Printable Report | WCSO Blue Team - Next Gen

https://iapro-prod-app.co.weld.co.us:8483/printableReportWithUserToken?token=4xC2Nqt0KmRvaxCJ8yPaRW%2BafyYoO0oYbk8%3D 5/8

Involved Deputies
Pat Deputy Todd Deutsch - 
Assignment at time of incident: Pat Deputy Patrol [None Entered]
Role: [None Entered]

Linked Allegations
• Failure to Report - Sustained - 11/04/2019

• Failure to Supervise as FTO - Sustained - 11/04/2019

• Failure to Act - Sustained - 11/04/2019

Sergeant Scott Holmen - 
Assignment at time of incident: Sergeant Patrol [None Entered]
Role: [None Entered]

Linked Allegations
• Failure to Report - Sustained - 11/04/2019

• Failure to Supervise - Sustained - 11/04/2019

• Failure to Act - Sustained - 11/04/2019

Pat Deputy Paul Saunders - 
Assignment at time of incident: Pat Deputy Patrol [None Entered]
Role: [None Entered]

Linked Allegations
• Excessive Force - Sustained - 11/04/2019










