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Initial Inquiry Report 00 0 4
Complaint Dr. [ S J
RE: John Witkowski 93012

Complaint nature: Discourtesy
Incident:

On 08/19/03 Technician J. Witkowski initiated a traffic stop at Inter State 25 and 58 Th.
Ave. Technician Witkowski contacted Dr. || ] and issued him a citation for
driving in excess of the posted speed limit.

Complaint:

On 08/26/03 Dr. ] phoned Lieutenant M. Calo 85012 at the Traffic Operations
Bureau and related that Technician Witkowski had acted in a discourteous manner during
the above traffic enforcement encounter.

Investigation:

Technician Witkowski while on duty and assigned to highway unit 731 contacted Dr.
B Technician Witkowski by use of radar clocked Dr. at 78 MPH in a 55-
MPH zone. When Technician Witkowski contacted Dr. to obtain his drivers
license to issue the appropriate traffic citation, Dr. was talking to a third party on
his cell phone and refused to speak with Technician Witkowski. When Technician
Witkowski completed the citation and made service to Dr. [JJJjij the Doctor became
upset and demanded to see the radar gun, By this point Technician Witkowski had been
dispatched to an injury accident and he informed Dr.

that he must leave to handle
this emergency. There was no further contact with Dr.

Dr. ] complaint to Lieutenant Calo was that Technician had failed to explain the
citation and therefore Technician Witkowski had acted in a discourteous manner. Dr.
I had also indicated the he was speaking on the phone to a patient in reference to a
medical emergency, However, Dr. ] disputed that his speed was as high as 78
MPH and demanded to see the reader gun. Dr. [JJj demands to see the radar gun
would certainly demonstrate that he understood that he was receiving a citation for
exceeding the speed limit.

Dr. - indicated to Lieutenant Calo that he had an obvious reason to speed. This
believe that he as a doctor has the right to travel at 20 MPH over the posted speed in an
non-emergency vehicle is not a recognized action under any provisions of the traffic
codes.

Dr. ) r¢lated to Lieutenant Calo that he wished to make his complain by e-mail.
To date, Dr. [} has not forwarded his E-mail. Therefore this complaint has been
processed from the information supplied to Lieutenant Calo



Conclusion:

Technician Witkowski attempted to explain the citation to Dr.[Jj He then became
irate over the citation charging him with exceeding the speed limit by 23 MPH. Dr.

complaint appears to stem from the belief that doctors are or should be allowed
to endanger the public’s safety by driving at excessive speeds. Technician Witkowski
was forced to end the contact with Dr. due to the need to respond to an
emergency situation. Technician Witkowski acted in a professional manner
demonstrating restraint.
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CITY AND COUNTY OF DENVER

DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY DENVER POLICE DEPARTMENT
ADMINISTRATION BUILDING
1331 CHEROKEE STREET

DENVER, COLORADO 80204-2787
JOHN W. HICKENLOOPER PHONE: (720) 9132000

Mavyor

October 1, 2003

Dr.

Dear Dr. .

The command officers at the Traffic Operations Bureau have investigated your complaint
regarding a traffic stop in Denver on August 19, 2003. After reviewing, both your
statements to Lieutenant Calo and the officer’'s statement about the traffic contact , it is
clear that the officer was not intentionally discourteous. He received an emergency call
of an injury traffic accident and left ta handle that incident. | am sorry that you felt you
did not receive an adequate explanation of the speeding citation you were issued on that
date.

Thank you for bringing this matter to my attention. | hope that any future contact you
may have with Denver Police Officers is more positive in nature. If you have any further
guestions or concerns, please contact Division Chief of Special Operations, Mary Beth
Klee, at 720-913-6530.

Sincerely,

Gerald R. Whitman
Chief of Police

Mary Beth Klee )
Division Chief of Special Operations
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