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SYNOPSIS:
On -the Internal Affairs section received a handwritten complaint from

I ocumented that on
she was at th getting gas on pump #1.

She stated an officer, who was later identified as Officer Manuel Pedraza, was in his patrol

car which was across from her and parked facing the side of the Loaf-N-Jug. She said after
getting her gas, she pulled out of the parking lot and turned towards Pueblo BLVD and
then turned onto Pueblo BLVD to go to [-25. She stated the officer had left the Loaf-N-
Jug before her, but he must have done a U-turn because he was now behind her in traffic.
She said the officer pulled her over and told her the reason he pulled her over was her
license plates were expired. She said during the stop, the officer told her the insurance on
the vehicle was expired. She said the officer did not give her a citation and she left and
drove to Cracker Barrel. She stated about two hours later, she received text messages from
the officer. She said the officer was asking really personal questions in his text messages
and asked her if she thought he was a creep. -stated she felt this was very

unprofessional.

REPORT:

On Wednesday,-l called _and informed her Internal Affairs received

her complaint, and I would be investigating this case. [ told her I would arrange an
interview with her in the near future but in the meantime, I asked her to forward me the
text messages Officer Pedraza sent her. -forwarded the messages to my cell phone.
I received the text messages at 2:39pm on- The text messages she received came
from phone number || N 2nd the following is the text conversation:

Pedraza: Hello is this-
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Pedraza: Very nice. You live with your parents?

- Yes

Pedraza: You like it
- Yeah don’t have to pay as much rent and [ mean there family so ya
Pedraza: That’s good

- Yeah it’s nice

On Tuesday|lthe day after the traffic stop, Officer Pedraza sends another text to

-at 11:5%9am.

Pedraza: Where do you work?

- I have two jobs actually
Pedraza: Where at

-did not respond any further.

On - at approximately 3:15pm I spoke to_ and her mother,

_in training room #2. The following is a summary of the information I

received during the interview.

Interview

I confirmed with -that she was pulled over by a Pueblo Police Officer on
_and she said that was correct. I asked her to explain how the traffic stop occurred.

She said She said she and her friend worked out that morning and then drove to the Loaf-
N-Jug on_ She said she pulled into gas pump #1 and was
facing the Loaf-N-Jug. She said the Officer was parked by the Loaf-N-Jug on the side of
the Loaf-N-Jug. Ihad printed off a google earth photograph of the Loaf-N-Jug located at
_ [ showed -the photograph and she and Illlpointed out
where she was parked at the gas pumps and where Officer Pedraza was parked. She pointed
out him being parked on the east side of the Loaf-N-Jug facing the Loaf-N-Jug. I put an
‘X’ where -said she was at and an ‘X’ where she said the officer was parked.
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horrible person because she was sure he is not a horrible person. -interj ected and told
-that Officer Pedraza is a person in a position of power, and he got her cellphone
number during something that was supposed to be professional. I explained to [l that
it is our job as police officers to build the trust of the community. I explained she did
nothing wrong and she did the right thing by telling her parents about the incident. I told
her it was my job to hold our officers accountable to build your trust. [ also asked if Officer
Pedraza returned all the paperwork, she had given him and she said she thought so, but she
would check. Nothing else was discussed and this interview concluded. [JJlldid in fact
forward the new text message from Officer Pedraza and it is attached to this case. I also
received photographs from her that depicted the insurance card that Officer Pedraza had

written her date of birth and address on.

Officer Manuel Pedraza Interview

On- at approximately 9:59 am, Sgt.-and I -

interviewed Officer Manuel Pedraza. Due to the ongoing COVID pandemic, the

interview was held in the Training Room #2 at the Pueblo Police Department. Present
during the interview was — I began by clarifying on the record
that Officer Pedraza waived Garrity Advisement and _conﬁrmed Officer Pedraza
was voluntarily present and participating in the interview. I confirmed with Officer
Pedraza that Sgt. ‘erved him with a 48-hour notice, and I attached the complaint to
the notice. Officer Pedraza confirmed this was correct. I asked him if he read the

complaint that was attached to the 48-hour notice and he stated he did.

[ 'told him, according to the complaint, he made a traffic stop somewhere in the
area of _ [ asked him if he could explain what occurred on
that traffic stop. He stated the story goes back further than the traffic stop. He went on to
say he was at the Loaf N Jug because he had to use the restroom. He stated he was
parked in the parking lot minding his own business and was warming up his breakfast
and getting his coffee. He stated he was also keeping an eye on his surroundings and he

happened to look over and he observed a vehicle which he later conducted a traffic stop
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about following up on the expired plates? Officer Pedraza stated, with all due respect,

that was just voluntary information, she is not required to answer a text. He stated he is
not interviewing her, and he does not have her detained, and all the information she was
providing was voluntary. He went on to say, but the reason for the texts was to find out

more about this person because the “tingling sensation” was going off.

I told him I had a couple of questions based on the other questions-had.
[ told him a lot of times, insurance cards are small and sometimes they are a full page. I
asked if these were a full page and he stated they were. I confirmed it was not a little
card that fell out of the bundle of paper, and he stated that is correct, it was a full page. I
asked him if he was saying he did not notice the full page on his floorboard of his car
until two hours later and he stated that was correct. He stated it was stuck in between the

floorboard and the seat where the center console is.

I told him- brought up the point that the gender of the person did not have
anything to do with this incident. I asked him if it was a male, would he have asked how

old he was and if he lived with his parents, and he stated sure, absolutely.

Nobody had any further statements or questions and the interview ended at this

time.

Based on the information learned during this interview, I contacted Sgt-
-regarding the Text Now app Officer Pedraza said he used to text_
Sgt. -was assigned to the high-tech crime unit prior to being promoted to Sergeant.
T explained to Sgt. [[flfhat Officer Pedraza admitted he texted [ tbrough his Text
Now app or- later in the day after the traffic stop. During his interview when
asked on two separate occasions, Officer Pedraza stated he never contacted or attempted
to contact -in any way after- Officer Pedraza also stated he believes his
Text Now app changes phone numbers randomly, but he did not know how often or
when. I explained to Sgt.-that - provided me copies of the text messages and
it showed Officer Pedraza texted her from phone number_on the day of
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the traffic stop - I observed in the same text “string” from the same number, on
_ he texted her again stating “Hey you”. I asked Sgt.-how
Text Now works and if it was possible the text on [flcould have been sent from

someone else.

Sgt. - informed me he was familiar with the Text Now app but stated he
would research it further to ensure he would provide accurate information. Sgt. -
later informed me his research revealed you can change the number that appears when
you use a Text Now app every 15 days. He stated a person would have to request the
change because the Text Now app will not change the random number unless requested.
As for my question regarding if it was possible the last text on- could have come
from someone other than Officer Pedraza. Sgt. -explained for this to occur, Officer
Pedraza would have had to request a number change, therefore dropping phone number
_ Someone else would have had to get assigned this number through their
Text Now account. That person would have had to have -‘1umber and then texted

her something that flowed with the conversation in the text “string” such as “Hey you”.

[ wanted to recontact -and clarify if she missed any calls the day Officer
Pedraza stopped her because he said he attempted to call her three to five times. He
stated he blocked his number when he tried to call her. I called -and she did not
answer. Idid hear that she had a voice message set up which identified herself and
requested people calling leave her a message. I left- a message requesting she call

me back. It should be noted I recalled Officer Pedraza stated he could not remember if
-had a voice message set up.

Due to the fact when this incident occurred, Patrol Officers were working four
days on and four days off because of the COVID Pandemic, | emailed payroll
_nd asked her to confirm the days officer Pedraza worked. She
informed me Officer Pedraza worked 01/10/21 through 01/13/21, was off 01/14/21
through 01/17/21. She stated he worked 01/18/21 through 01/21/21. Officer Pedraza

ulled over on and text messaged her later in the evening on
p g g



-forwarded me the messages and I observed Officer Pedraza began texting her at
_ I interviewed -on 01/18/21 and during that interview, she
informed me Officer Pedraza texted her again earlier on 01/18/21. 1 asked her to forward
that message to me and I observed he did message her at 12:23 pm on 01/18/21. The
message said, “Hey you”. When -sent me this message, I observed Officer Pedraza
also texted her on 01/12/21 at 11:59am which was the day after the traffic stop and that
text stated, “where do you work”. -responded, “I have two jobs actually”, Officer
Pedraza texted, “Where at” and-did not respond. Based on the text messages
-ent me as well as her statements, [ determined Officer Pedraza texted her the day
of the traffic stop (01/11/21), the day after the traffic stop (01/12/21) and then again after
his days off (01/18/21).

-retumed my call and I asked her if she had her voice message set up and
activated on- when she was pulled over by Officer Pedraza and she said she did.
She went on to say she has had the voice message set up ever since she got her phone. |
asked her if she missed three to five calls from any number prior to Officer Pedraza
texting her. She stated she had no missed calls that day. I confirmed she did not have
any missed calls or voice messages from a blocked phone number, and she again stated
she did not have any missed calls. I asked her to look at the packet of paperwork she
handed Officer Pedraza and he handed back to her. I asked her to try to confirm she got
it all back when he handed it to her.

-9ent me four photographs. The first photo is of the bundle of papers in an
envelope. The second photo is of her work permission slip from-allowing
her to be out after curfew during the COVID pandemic. She told me she did not know if
she handed Officer Pedraza the permission slip from_ but it was in the
envelope with the other papers in the “Bundle”. The third photo she sent showed the

vehicle registration. The fourth photo showed two copies of her insurance cards.

















