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At approximately 2:02 a.m.,   left Old Chicago, followed by a black truck.  He 1000 
proceeded to follow them southbound on N. Elizabeth St., westbound on W. 29th St., 1001 
northbound on Baltimore Ave., and then eastbound on W US HWY 50 (eastbound) until he got 1002 
to the area of HWY 50 and Fortino Blvd.  He followed them for approximately 2.4 miles, when 1003 
their vehicles turned onto Fortino Blvd.  He then proceeded to the intersection of Fortino Blvd. 1004 
and Outlook Blvd., which is a four-way stop, where he saw  vehicle again.     1005 
 1006 
He indicated the black truck following  failed to yield the right of way, at which time 1007 
he pulled the truck over and realized the driver was one of  co-workers.  After the 1008 
stop,  called Officer Griffiths to tell him she was going to report his actions to his 1009 
supervisor, and she felt he was abusing his badge and authority, and that he was being a psycho.  1010 
After this conversation, he met with  in his office, to tell him his version of events. 1011 
 1012 
When I originally explained to Officer Griffiths the portion of events where he followed  1013 

 and the black truck, to the intersection of Fortino Blvd. and Outlook Blvd., I had the two 1014 
streets mixed up.  Officer Griffiths corrected this version of events and said, “That about sums it 1015 
up.” 1016 
 1017 
After explaining the aforementioned facts, I showed Officer Griffiths the dash camera video, 1018 
from the vehicle he was driving this night (Unit# 633), surrounding the event.  After showing the 1019 
video footage in its entirety, I told Officer Griffiths we would go back to the beginning of the 1020 
video.  I started the video over and pointed out two vehicles that were turning onto Fortino 1021 
Blvd., from W US HWY 50.  I asked Officer Griffiths if these were the two vehicles he was 1022 
following, to which he said, “Yes.  They were.”  I pointed out the lead car, which  was 1023 
driving, and asked Officer Griffiths who was in that vehicle.  Officer Griffiths said, “The first 1024 
vehicle is the .  That’s my, uh, ex-fiancée, .”  Officer Griffiths said he 1025 
knew  was in the vehicle at the time.  I then asked Officer Griffiths who was in the 1026 
truck, following the .  Officer Griffiths said, “At the time, I didn’t know who it 1027 
was that was in the truck at the time.” 1028 
 1029 
I then pointed out to Officer Griffiths his speeds, when following the vehicles.  These speeds 1030 
were displayed on the dash camera footage.  When the two vehicles Officer Griffiths is following 1031 
turn onto Fortino Blvd., Officer Griffiths continues eastbound (straight) on W US HWY 50.  Upon 1032 
continuing pass the vehicles Officer Griffiths is traveling at approximately 55 miles per hour.  1033 
This is a posted 45 mile per hour zone.  There is no other traffic on the roadway, other than the 1034 
vehicles that are coming toward him, in the opposite direction.  As Officer Griffiths turns onto 1035 
Outlook Blvd., he travels at a speed anywhere between 40 to 43 miles per hour, and then 1036 
abruptly slows down to 28 miles per hour.  The two vehicles he was following then come to the 1037 
intersection of Fortino Blvd. and Outlook Blvd., at which time Officer Griffiths stops the truck 1038 
following  .  After explaining all this to Officer Griffiths, he states, “Correct.” 1039 
 1040 
I then explained to Officer Griffiths I knew the video was a 2D image, and it does not show 1041 
perception.  I then slowed down the video to .25 speed and point out that  is 1042 
somewhat past the crosswalk, and then point out where the stop sign is.  I then point to the 1043 
truck and show where it appears to be stopped behind the stop sign and crosswalk area.  I then 1044 
point out to Officer Griffiths that his patrol vehicle comes to a complete stop for less than two 1045 
seconds.   1046 
 1047 
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I then asked if anybody needed to say any more of the video, to which  stated he can’t 1048 
see the truck at the intersection no matter what the speed, so it is not useful for him. 1049 
 1050 
I then ask Officer Griffiths if his perception, regarding the traffic stop, has changed after viewing 1051 
the video footage.  Officer Griffiths responds, “As far as, like, are you saying, like - - are you 1052 
saying that does this change, like, the reasoning for why I stopped him?”  I reiterated to Officer 1053 
Griffiths I was asking him if it changed his perception as to why he stopped him, to which he 1054 
said, “No.  It does not.” 1055 
 1056 
I then asked Officer Griffiths if he stops every minor traffic violation he comes across. To which 1057 
he said, “No.  I do not.”  I asked him if this was because of discretion, to which he says, 1058 
“Correct.”  I then asked him what the emergence was to stop this truck.  Officer Griffiths 1059 
responds, “There was no emergence as far as that goes.  It was a violation that I observed, which 1060 
was the failure to yield the right of way.  And the way that I perceived that right there was 1061 

came and was stopped.  And then I stopped.  From what my understanding was is, the 1062 
person that makes it to the four-way stop first can proceed.  So, therefore,  proceeded.  I 1063 
was then there after that.  I go next.  And then, the truck goes.  But the truck did not yield to 1064 
that.  The truck went ahead and proceeded through the stop.  And that’s why I initiated the 1065 
traffic stop, as far as that goes.  Now, as far as the other things that led up to this event, there 1066 
was curiosity in it.  There was also emotion that that was still going on in regards to what I was 1067 
feeling from earlier.  And so that did play a little bit of a role as far as performing this stop on top 1068 
of the violation that I did observe.”  1069 
 1070 
I then asked Officer Griffiths what specific role the emotion played in stopping the truck.  Officer 1071 
Griffiths responds, “Like I said, there was the curiosity.  I - - I observed that he too was following, 1072 
uh,  at the time.  And because of that, there was raised, like, suspicions of, okay, who is 1073 
this individual?  And I wanted to know who it was.” 1074 
 1075 

 asks Officer Griffiths if this was coming from a personal curiosity or from a law 1076 
enforcement side of curiosity?  Officer Griffiths responds, “At that point, it was personal.”  I then 1077 
explained to Officer Griffiths that I wanted to be clear on this, as I did not want to put words in 1078 
his mouth.  I then clarified that he used this traffic stop to figure out who was in the vehicle, to 1079 
which he responded, “Yes.” 1080 
 1081 
I informed Officer Griffiths, in his interview with , he indicated he knew he was 1082 
already doing something wrong.  I asked him, regarding the traffic stop, if he felt he was 1083 
violating the law?  Officer Griffiths said, “No.  I did not feel like I violated because I - - I believed I 1084 
had, uh, probable cause to stop the vehicle.”  During the traffic stop Officer Griffiths runs  1085 

over the computer, and not via dispatch.  Officer Griffiths asserts he was not trying to 1086 
stay off the radio and this is how he always runs people on traffic stops, unless they are out of 1087 
state or dispatch needs to confirm anything, because it is more convenient, and it saves air time.  1088 
 1089 
I then asked Officer Griffiths if he felt he was violating the law when he was following the 1090 
vehicles for 2.4 miles.  Officer Griffiths said, “No.  I was under the impression that I was making a 1091 
bad judgment call, though, in regards to my actions.”  1092 
 1093 
Officer Griffiths was asked why he was specifically going the direction he was, after the vehicles 1094 
he was following turned onto Fortino Blvd.  Officer Griffiths asserts he was only going that way 1095 
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because he was going to go to the church on the northeast side of Fortino Blvd. and Outlook 1096 
Blvd. to smoke a cigarette and compose himself.  The church he is referring to is The Church of 1097 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (1411 Fortino Blvd.).  Officer Griffiths asserts he goes to this 1098 
church sometimes multiple times a shift.   1099 
 1100 
I asked Officer Griffiths what he did after the traffic stop.  Officer Griffiths said, “After the traffic 1101 
stop, I drove up north towards Eagleridge.  I turned to go eastbound.  I noticed that I had, um, 1102 
missed a call from .  I went ahead and got back to the church over here.  I parked, smoked 1103 
my cigarette, and I spoke with her.”  Officer Griffiths asserts he did not go by  s 1104 
residence after the traffic stop that night. 1105 
 1106 

 tells Officer Griffiths he said he knew he was making a bad judgment call just by 1107 
following the vehicles, and he realized that he shouldn’t even be behind them anymore.   1108 

 asked if that was correct, to which Officer Griffiths said, “Yes.  But I would - - I would go 1109 
as far to say that even going into Old Chicago and doing what I did right there was a poor 1110 
judgment call.  And it was all acting under emotion.”   1111 
 1112 
Officer Griffiths was asked when he realized this was a bad judgment call, to which he said, “As 1113 
far as this whole thing right here?  When I made the decision to pull into Old Chicago and listen 1114 
in to the conversation that they were having.” 1115 
 1116 
Officer Griffiths was then asked why he did not turn off on Fortino Blvd. and continue to follow 1117 
the vehicles, to which Officer Griffiths responded, “Because, like I said, I saw that they were 1118 
going up that route.  Yes.  I know that it leads up to the same direction.  But I wanted to get to 1119 
the church.  And Outlook, I thought, would have been the best way, and it - - it stopped me from 1120 
following them.  So I - - I went ahead, and I took that route right there.  And as you can see, 1121 
there’s the varying speeds and everything like that.  The varying speeds was because I was trying 1122 
to see - - like, I know it meets up.  I was trying to see if they were going to come up.  I was going 1123 
to let them pass.  But as you can see, as I’m coming up and I’m slowing down,  is just sitting 1124 
there.  And I - - I can sit here and speculate as far as why she was sitting there at the stop.  But 1125 
eventually, she went.  My job was - - or my goal, sorry, was once she went, I was going to 1126 
continue on.  This little turn-off right here is the driveway that leads to that church.  I was going 1127 
to go back there and park and just leave everything be after that.” 1128 
 1129 

 reiterated with Officer Griffiths that he was just trying to remove himself from the 1130 
situation and he knew he was making a bad judgement call by following them, and he was 1131 
simply trying to get to the church to decompress and calm down, to which Officer Griffiths 1132 
responds, “Correct.”   then tells Officer Griffiths that he ended up not doing that, and 1133 
he ended up getting behind them and immediately stopping the truck, to which Officer Griffiths 1134 
responds, “Correct.” 1135 
 1136 
Officer Griffiths was asked if he could tell us what he was feeling, as he oscillated between 1137 
knowing this was a bad judgment call to feeling he shouldn’t be behind the vehicles any longer 1138 
to pretty quickly pulling the truck over right when he saw the violation.  Officer Griffiths 1139 
responded by saying, “Correct.  The violation, like I said, it - - it was - - it was the violation that I 1140 
had observed.  And I did do the stop.  And then there was also that - - like I said, the emotions 1141 
were still raw at the time.  I saw it as an opportunity to identify who was in the truck as well.” 1142 
 1143 
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conversation had started, where I believed that this is someone that I -- she may be 1334 

seeing.  This was also conversations that I had with various other people that I'm close 1335 

with here at the department after the whole thing had happened.” 1336 

 1337 

 then tells Officer Griffiths that he was interested in finding out who the 1338 

prospects were, and who  was possibly dating at the time; however, he only 1339 

ran one license plate, which was on the truck, and he only stopped one person, who was 1340 

the same male in the same truck, to which Officer Griffiths responds, “Correct.” 1341 

 1342 

 then tells Officer Griffiths, “So, at a certain point, curiosity becomes infatuation.  1343 
And you can see how we're kind of getting there where two days before, you run the plate at the 1344 

  You go into Old Chicago, and you're driving up and down the street and kind of 1345 
putting her under surveillance.  Like, listening to that, and you're stopping the guy.  So if you were 1346 
to find out who was the prospect, what was your intention with that information?” 1347 
 1348 
Officer Griffiths responds to this by saying, “It would have sufficed the curiosity and confirmed 1349 
that, yes, my ex has moved on, and she is -- this false sense of us getting together can be buried 1350 
because that's the whole thing that was going through my mind right here is, do I have a chance 1351 
of getting back with her?  Because this isn't the first time that -- we didn't break up once.  We 1352 
ended up breaking up one other time, and she wanted to work things out.  And that gave me that 1353 
sense of maybe this is something that could happen.  If she was, in fact, dating someone, in a way, 1354 
I found it as closure for me to just let everything go and just move on from it.  It's confirmation 1355 
for me that, yes, she has moved on, and it's time for me to do the same.  And I was hoping, in a 1356 
way, it would give me a sense of moving on on myself without having these emotions that I keep 1357 
feeling.” 1358 
 1359 

 follows this up by asked Officer Griffiths if he has moved on, to which Officer Griffiths 1360 
says, “Yes.  I have.  And I -- the way that I can explain that is I'm actually dating someone else right 1361 
now.  Um, I'm -- I'm dating  up in .  And, um, we're -- I'm happy.  Um, like, 1362 
that's the first time I've been happy since this whole incident had occurred.  And with that right 1363 
there, I've -- I've been, like, on top of the world.  And then, all of a sudden, this comes to light 1364 
eight months after the fact, after I thought I had everything taken care of.” 1365 
 1366 
Officer Griffiths indicates he got closure, regarding , back in May, when he apologized 1367 
to her for everything.  He said, “Um, I sent her a long, drawn-out message saying I've accepted 1368 
our terms.  I've accepted everything that, um -- well, we're not going to get together.  I'm perfectly 1369 
fine with the situation that we're in.  I apologize for this whole incident here that happened at Old 1370 
Chicago.  And I told her that, yes, um, a lot of the -- a lot of my reflection on myself has shown 1371 
that there is a lot of emotions that I need to learn to just not let take control of me.  And I've been 1372 
working on that ever since and .  Um, she responded back.  She told me that she 1373 
wants to be cool with me after I explained the apology.  And, um, she still cared about me.  She 1374 
was, uh, still worried about me in regards to what I do here for work.” 1375 
 1376 
Officer Griffiths went on to say, after he sent her this text,  ran into his mother and 1377 
brought up civil issues surrounding a vehicle he co-signed for.  He said he was no longer worried 1378 
about getting with , rather he was worried about taking care of assets, to completely 1379 
move on. 1380 









 34 

he affirmed.  I asked him what that badge represented, to which he said, “That badge right there 1520 
represents -- sorry if I get all emotional, but that badge there represents trust that this city that I 1521 
live in, that I wanted to work for for so long, has entrusted me to keep safe.” 1522 
 1523 
I asked him if he betrayed his badge on the night in question, to which he said, “I did.”  I asked 1524 
him if he betrayed his integrity, to which she said, “I did.”  I asked if he betrayed his character, to 1525 
which she said, “Yes.”  I then asked him if he betrayed the public’s trust, to which he said, “I did.  1526 
I messed up.  I made a bad judgment call.  And that's why I reported the incident and fessed up 1527 
because I realized that I made that mistake.  And I realized that, at that moment in time, I'm better 1528 
than that.  I let my personal life, and I let personal emotions that I was feeling and got rekindled 1529 
because I ran into my ex take control of what I was doing.  I -- the reason why I was even working 1530 
overtime that night was because I'm capitalizing on my -- my work life because I take so much 1531 
pride in it, and I wanted to just be lost in it because it gave me a sense of purpose at that time.  1532 
And now -- now that, you know, I made this mistake, yeah.  That's what I was worried about.  1533 
That's why I said, "Am I going to lose my job?"  Because I knew that the mistake that I had made 1534 
was one that could possibly take this all away from me.  Take away a career that I've done my 1535 
whole adult life.  All because I let a little bit of emotions at the time get a hold of me.” 1536 
 1537 
I then told Officer Griffiths I had one more straightforward question.  I explained we had gone 1538 
over the AVL map, we’ve gone over times, him standing by the fence, we’ve gone over the traffic 1539 
stop and a lot of other things.  I told him that my straightforward question was if he were taken 1540 
out of this incident, and he had all the information we had, and he were handling a call for service, 1541 
would he arrest that man? 1542 
 1543 
Officer Griffiths said, “As far as everything that happened here, I would probably talk to him a 1544 
little bit more like I did with myself here.  If it was reported right then and there that night, yeah.  1545 
If it was reported and there was a victim, then I would because, yes, it was a bad mistake.  Now 1546 
that I understood.” 1547 
 1548 
I then told him, based upon what he had just said, he did know he was violating the law that night, 1549 
to which he replied, “No.  I -- with everything that I've said here, it was a poor judgment call on 1550 
my part.  Yes.  Looking at it at a -- at a DV perspective, it was a DV.  Harassment.  At that night, at 1551 
that time, I didn't see it as that because my intentions weren't to induce any fear.  My intentions, 1552 
as I stated in my memo when she left, was I thought that I still cared for her, and I wanted her to 1553 
be safe.  Like, my thing on this is I abused it.  And I shouldn’t have.”   1554 
 1555 

 explains that he keeps saying that he made a mistake and a bad judgment call, but it 1556 
wasn’t just one bad judgment call.   says, “You said that numerous times through 1557 
here.  But it's not just one bad judgment call.  You made a bad judgment call by running, uh, the 1558 
plate at the  two days before.  You made a bad judgment call by going back to Old 1559 
Chicago and sitting across the street.  You made another bad judgment call by going into the 1560 
abandoned lot and overhearing the conversation.  You made another one by following them.  1561 
And then by the traffic stop.  It's not just about one bad judgment call.  And that's why we're 1562 
sitting here today.  If it was one bad judgment call, we may not be here.  But it's a series of bad 1563 
judgment calls that were made over a series of days.” 1564 
 1565 
I then brought up the text message that Officer Griffiths sent to  , where he said, “You 1566 
won.  I lost SWAT.  I might lose more than that.  You won.  Congrats.”  Officer Griffiths 1567 
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