The City of Lakeside is a small community surrounded by larger municipalities and a major interstate corridor. While our community is small, the responsibilities of the Lakeside Police Department are significant. Our 16 officers are entrusted with protecting our residents, businesses, employees, and the many visitors who come to Lakeside each day.
The Lakeside Police Department continually strives to provide the highest level of professional police service. Central to that commitment is accountability. We take allegations of misconduct involving our officers seriously, and we believe our community deserves transparency when those entrusted with public authority fail to meet the standards expected of them.
In July 2025, the Lakeside Police Department became aware of alleged misconduct involving former Sergeant Howard Prince related to the suspected theft of wages. Following an internal review and administrative process, the Lakeside Police Department terminated Prince's employment for cause on January 6, 2026.
As Chief of Police, I determined that the allegations warranted an independent criminal investigation. I requested that the Arvada Police Department conduct a thorough and impartial investigation into Mr. Prince's alleged conduct. I made this decision to ensure the investigation was conducted independently of our agency and with the transparency and integrity our community deserves.
On August 25, 2026, the Arvada Police Department presented the results of its investigation to the First Judicial District Attorney's Office for consideration of criminal charges. Based on its investigation, the Arvada Police Department recently obtained an arrest warrant alleging the following offenses:
· Theft ($20,000–$100,000)
· First-Degree Forgery — 51 counts
· First-Degree Official Misconduct

The allegations in this case do not reflect the standards, values, or level of policing expected of the Lakeside Police Department. The authority entrusted to police officers carries with it an equally significant responsibility to act lawfully, ethically, and with integrity.
The Constitution of the United States affords everyone the due process of law and a presumption of innocence until proven guilty.  I, along with the officers of the Lakeside Police Department, want our community to know that accountability applies to everyone, including those who wear our badge. When concerns arise, we will address them. When independent review is appropriate, we will seek it. And when evidence of potential criminal conduct exists, we will ensure it is presented to the appropriate authorities.
We hope our actions in this case demonstrate our commitment to transparency, accountability, and professional policing. The Lakeside Police Department will continue working every day to earn and maintain the trust of the community we are privileged to serve.
Chief Kenneth Fountain
Chief of Police
Lakeside Police Department
