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MEMORANDUM 
Chief. James M. Wolfinbarger 

Colorado State Patrol 
 COLORADO  
 DEPARTMENT  OF 
 PUBLIC  SAFETY 
 
 
 
 

 
  DATE: June 7, 2010 
 
 
  TO:  Major Barry Bratt 
 

  FROM:     Captain Ed Clark  
 
 
  SUBJECT: Complaint #10-04-062 
 
 
 
On May 7, 2010, I was notified by dispatch that a  wanted a phone call reference a 
trooper complaint.   stated that Sergeant Aaron Laing abused his authority while off duty 
by parking in an area that was designated a no parking area.   
 
On May 6, 2010 at approximately 1836 hours Sergeant Laing called me and informed me that I 
might be receiving a complaint on him.  Sergeant Laing stated he was parked behind the outfield 
fence watching his daughter play softball.  Sergeant Laing was in his personal vehicle and off duty 
at the time.  Sergeant Laing stated that three different people came up to him during the softball 
game and informed him that he was parked in a no parking area.  Sergeant Laing stated to me that 
it was not posted “no parking.”  Sergeant Laing continued to say that he informed all three people 
that he would move after his daughter was done playing.  Sergeant Laing stated that the third party, 
later identified as , stated that he was a board member for the Monument Baseball 
League and as a board member he was telling Sergeant Laing to move his vehicle.  Sergeant Laing 
stated that  accused him of breaking the law.  Sergeant Laing then stated that he was a 
cop and he knew he wasn’t breaking the law.  At this point  then requested Sergeant 
Laing’s bosses’ name.  Sergeant Laing stated he told  that “my bosses name is Ed Clark.”  

 asked for my phone number and Sergeant Laing “stated you will have to get that 
yourself.”  Sergeant Laing stated that he heard  calling dispatch, and that is when he called 
me.  Sergeant Laing stated that he did move his vehicle and after he had moved  put up 
some yellow tape to prevent more cars from parking behind the fence.  Sergeant Laing also stated 
another party was parked next to him, but they just seemed to focus on him. 
 
On May 7, 2010 when I came on duty dispatch informed me that I had a phone message.  When I 
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cop several times stating he knew he wasn’t breaking any laws and that he wasn’t going to move 
his vehicle.   stated that Sergeant Laing told  that he was a State Trooper 
and that Ed Clark was his boss when  requested the information.  did state 
that Sergeant Laing refused to give a phone number stating he could get the number himself.   

 stated that Sergeant Laing did move his vehicle once  was on the phone with 
dispatch. 
 
I filled out the complaint form on SharePoint, and requested a complaint number.  On May 14, 
2010 I completed the investigation. 
 
On May 6, 2010 at approximately 18:00 hours Sergeant Laing was parked in his personal vehicle 
while off duty at Monument Little League.  This area was not posted “no parking.”  Sergeant Laing 
was requested by three different board members to move his vehicle.  Sergeant Laing did tell the 
board members that he was a police officer, and that he knew he wasn’t breaking any laws.  Upon 
request by the board members Sergeant Laing did tell them what agency he worked for and gave 
them my name as his supervisor.  Sergeant Laing did refuse to give them my phone number.   
 
My investigation shows that Sergeant Laing did not violate any laws.  Policy 302.02 states that an 
officer is required to provide a business card when making contact with the public.  This policy 
applies to an on duty officer acting in an official capacity.  Sergeant Laing was not on duty and he 
was being contacted by the baseball league.  Sergeant Laing stated the only reason he identified 
himself as a police officer was because  was getting worked up and he was attempting to 
calm him down. Sergeant Laing stated that he did not move his vehicle because he had been 
allowed to park in this area for the entire season, and that the board changes the rules without 
notice or warning. 
 
It is my opinion that our members should be allowed in enter into civil disputes without fear of 
retribution from the Colorado State Patrol.  Sergeant Laing was singled out by the baseball league.  
There were two vehicles parked at this location and the league took no action against the driver of 
the second vehicle.  I do feel that Sergeant Laing should have provided my phone number when 
requested, but I don’t feel that not providing the number rose to a policy violation. I recommend 
that Sergeant Laing abused his authority and had off duty misconduct to be considered 
“exonerated.” 
 
 
 




